Ten months ago (November 2019) while on a study retreat with other
pastors I had a strong sense Jesus wanted us, as a church family, to go
through The Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew chapters 5-7) this fall. Please keep in mind this was before
COVID-19 hit our shores, before the intensified
political climate, and before the racial termoil that has also heightened
in the first half of 2020. I sensed we would need a strong emphasis on
the Lordship of Jesus, the Kingdom of God, and what it means to live
primarily as a citizen of the Kingdom of heaven on earth. I praise God
that He always knows exactly what we need!
This devotional is designed for you and your family to have a weekly
discussion on the passage of Scripture that is covered on that particular Sunday and a time of prayer together. Don’t worry if this is something that is new for you; we’ll keep it simple and easy to follow along
so that you can be confident in what you’re doing.
In this series, Your Kingdom Come, we’ll look at each of the eight
beatitudes that Jesus describes in the Sermon on the Mount. For example, “blessed are the poor in spirit.” What exactly did Jesus mean by
this and how can I position my heart in such a way? How can I live as
a peaceful citizen of heaven while our country has so much division,
anger, and hostility? As we dive into this series I believe God will give
us wisdom regarding questions like this. I recommend you pick a day,
a time, and a spot in your home where your family will gather together
weekly to seek Christ our King together.
Your brother in Christ, Pastor DJ			
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Week 1 (Sept. 13th)
Title: Christ the King
Matthew 6:9-15
“This, then, is how you should pray:
“‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also
have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from the evil one. For if you forgive other people when
they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive
your sins.”
Questions:
1) What difference does it make to know you have a
Heavenly Father that loves you so much?
2) Jesus, the King, mentioned several things in this prayer that we
should ask God for. Discuss some of them. Do you or your family
need some of those things specifically right now?
3) As a Christ follower, regardless of what country we live in, our
first allegiance is to Christ and His kingdom. In the current cultural
climate has it been difficult for you to
represent Christ before your political view? If so, how?
4) How can you and your family better represent Christ the King?
Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer, above, together and for anything
else you need to pray for. 			
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Week 2 (Sept. 20th)
Title: Blessed are the Poor in Spirit
Today we’ll look at the first beatitude given by Christ our King. We
can also call them the attitudes of the kingdom.
I like to think of them as the attitude of the King. As
members of the kingdom of God, and recipients of the Holy Spirit,
they are attitudes Christ calls us to exemplify as well.
Matthew 5:3
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
How Jesus illustrates this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 7:13-27 (Further Reading)
Questions:
1) What does it mean to be poor spiritually?
2) Does this come naturally for you (why or why not)? In other
words, is it hard for you to ask for help?
3) Can you think of a good example of this attribute in the Bible?
4) How can you put this into practice daily? Remember your daily
practice is a rehearsal for eternity.
Prayer: Ask God to remind you daily that without His grace you
are spiritually bankrupt. Ask Him to show you that through His
glorious grace found in Christ the King, you are richly welcomed
into His glorious kingdom. Pray for those in your life that need
God’s glorious grace and for whatever other needs you have as well.
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Week 3 (Sept. 27th)
Title: Hope
This particular sermon was team taught by Rev.
Jeremiah Peck & Dr. Kristin White who both are professors at
Multnomah University. They were asked by the pastors of AllOne,
a local nonprofit organization, to provide the body of Christ some
teaching from the Bible on hope and how to help those we know
who are sad, down, and even depressed.
Read 1 Kings 19 (The whole chapter)
The context of 1 Kings 19 comes immediately following the prophet
Elijah’s supernatural victory on Mt. Carmel over the prophets of the
false god Baal. As a result of this victory, the evil Jezebel and King
Ahab send a message to Elijah saying they plan to end his life just
like he’s done to the prophets of Baal.
Questions:
1) Do you think Elijah overreacted (why or why not)?
2) Have you ever been down or depressed? Did you get past it? If
so, how?
3) How did God help Elijah? Give specific examples.
4) Do you know someone who is sad, feeling down, or even worse?
How might God want to use you to help them?
Prayer: If anyone in your family is down take a moment and pray
for them. Also, take time to take pray for anyone you know is down
and could use the hope God provides.
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Week 4 (Oct. 4th)
Title: Blessed are Those who Mourn
Matthew 5:4
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 7:1-12 (Further Reading )
This beatitude takes a little more explanation. How do you like to
be treated by others? Would you prefer they pray for you or judge
you with a mean (critical) spirit? The answer is obvious, right? Jesus
said, “So in everything, do to others what you would have them
do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt. 7:12)
This is called the
Golden Rule. The way the Golden Rule applies to those “who
mourn” is to seek to be a person who prays for others even with
tears (mourning or weeping) if necessary rather than be a person
who is judgmental and critical.

6

Questions:
1) Has someone bothered you or bugged you recently? What
bugged you about them? Try to be specific.
2) Have you considered praying for them, rather than being bugged
by them? Have you thought that the thing that bugs you about
them is also something you struggle with too?
3) Consider praying for that person daily for the next week and see
what God does in your heart.
4) Remember God promises “His” comfort to those to prayerfully
mourn rather than critically judge.
Prayer: Ask God to forgive you if you’ve held a grudge in your
heart against someone else. As citizens of God’s
kingdom, pray for God to give you all hearts that pray (even with
tears) for others, and to cleanse you from any critical or judgmental
tendencies.
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Week 5 (Oct. 11th)
Title: Blessed are The Meek
Matthew 5:5
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6:19-34 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) If being meek is not weakness, then how would you
define it?
2) When Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, which is called
the Triumphal Entry on Palm Sunday, He is described as meek and
gentle (Matt. 21:4-5). Why is that so incredibly significant?
3) Here is another way to consider meekness. Think of something
that you’re good at like a talent, a skill, a sport, etc. Do you use what
you’re good at, to brag about yourself or to brag about God-the One
who gives you that ability?
4) It’s a pretty cool promise that God will entrust the earth to those
who are meek.
Prayer: Pray for God to help you to use your strength to build
others up and to encourage them. Pray, if it applies, for a new discipline to use your strengths as an opportunity to boast and brag
about God and not about yourself.
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Week 6 (Oct. 18th)
Title: Blessed are Those who Hunger & Thirst for
Righteousness
Matthew 5:6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 6:1-18 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) Did you know that our Heavenly Father rewards us
openly for the right things (righteous acts) that we do in secret
(meaning for only God to see)?
2) Can you think of that last thing you did only for God to see?
Would you consider sharing that with your family? This is a safe
place to do that.
3) Can you think of a situation where it’s difficult to
identify what is “right”? It’s in those areas that God invites us to stay
hungry, thirsty, and to keep seeking God to reveal what is “right.”
Jesus promises to satisfy (to fill) those who are thirsty for what is
right. Amen.
Prayer: Pray for each other and anyone you know who really needs
revelation as to what is the “right” thing to do in a predicament
they may be in. Ask God to show them what is right and for the
courage to do it.
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Week 7 (Oct. 25th)
Title: Blessed are The Merciful
Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:38-48 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) What does mercy mean? It is such an important word and attribute of the nature of God.
2) Why is it important to have boundaries while we seek to be merciful people?
3) In Matthew 5:48, Jesus equates (connects, associates) loving our
enemies with being perfect like our Heavenly
Father. What does mercy have to do with loving our
enemies?
4) When you hear the word enemy does a person come to mind?
What could you do to practice love even to that person?
Prayer: Remember, Jesus promises mercy will be shown to the
merciful. Pray for God’s generous and merciful love to empower
you to love those people that you really don’t like or are even struggling not to hate.
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Week 8 (Nov. 1st)
Title: Blessed are the Pure in Heart
Matthew 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:27-37 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) Do you understand that a pure heart is a gift from God? It is a
gift of His glorious grace, which is made possible through Jesus’
death and resurrection.
2) How do you define purity?
3) If someone is pure in heart how do they stay pure? If someone
has become dirty (unclean) in their heart how can they become
clean?
4) To be pure is to be free and God wants everyone free from the
power of sin. Jesus promised that the pure in heart will see and be
aware of God’s activity in their life.
Prayer: Pray for God to wash and purify you in any way needed.
Pray also for God to give you wisdom as you seek to walk on the
path of purity.
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Week 9 (Nov. 8th)
Title: Blessed are The Peacemakers
Matthew 5:9
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:21-26 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) What is peace? What then is a peacemaker?
2) Being a peacemaker can be a very difficult thing at times. Why
do you think this is so close to God’s heart?
3) Can you think of a situation where God is calling you to help
bring people together and help reconcile a
relationship? What is holding you back?
Prayer: Praise God for the peace that He is, that He gives, and that
He uses us to bring into our relationships and sphere of influence.
Pray for anyone that is needing peace and please pray for peace in
our country. Pray also for the grace and courage to be a peacemaker
where needed.
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Week 10 (Nov. 15th)
Title: Blessed are Those Persecuted for Righteousness
Matthew 5:10
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Description of this in the Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:11-20 (Further Reading )
Questions:
1) Do you know that following Jesus can be difficult? Why do you
think that is?
2) Can you think of a time that you were treated poorly for being a
Christian? If so, then share it with your family.
3) The early church in the Book of Acts made it a point to actually
“rejoice” (celebrate) when they were treated poorly for the sake of
Christ. What will it take for you to respond to persecution like they
did?
Prayer: Pray for your family, church family, and the body of Christ
to remain strong in their walk with Jesus even when they face hardship or are picked on for their faith. Pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
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